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Editor's note: This article updates the February 2006 Journal of AHIMA column "Resources to Assist Physician Office
EHR Selection and Implementation."

[Note: The links in this article were accurate at the time of publication.]

EHR Public and Private Initiatives

Several government-sponsored and private initiatives are under way with an explicit purpose to equip physician practices with
EHRs. These groups provide a wealth of information, typically well organized and available at no charge.

American Academy of Family Physician's Center for Health Information Technology-a major collaboration of physician
organizations engaged in the effort to disseminate information to promote EHR adoption

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)-brings health IT implementation to the forefront. Check your state to see
how funds are being dispersed. The following Web sites provide analyses and further information about ARRA:

The final rule for ARRA
AHIMA ARRA resources
The Department of Health and Human Services ARRA Implementation Plan
The Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society's ARRA resources
The Medical Group Management Association's ARRA resources

California HealthCare Foundation (in partnership with Community Clinics Initiative)-engaged in the California Community
Clinics EHR Assessment and Readiness Project

Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services' e-Prescribing Incentive Initiative-created to help advance the use of technology
in healthcare

Certification Commission for Healthcare Information Technology-established to accelerate the adoption of robust,
interoperable health IT throughout the US healthcare system, by creating an efficient, credible, sustainable mechanism for the
certification of health IT products

Doctor's Office Quality-Information Technology's "Selected Resource List for EHR Systems Selection"

eHealth Initiative-an independent, nonprofit organization whose mission is to drive improvement in the quality, safety, and
efficiency of healthcare through information and information technology

EHR Collaborative-a group of organizations representing key stake- holders, whose goal is to advance the adoption of
information standards for healthcare

Michigan Electronic Medical Record Initiative-a nonprofit corporation dedicated to the implementation of a statewide,
standardized electronic medical record in Michigan

Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology-established by executive order to facilitate the effective
use of information technology and collaborate with the various sectors in the health-care industry to advance widespread use
of interoperable EHRs
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http://www.centerforhit.org/
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_bills&docid=f:h1enr.pdf
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/reports/plans/hit_implementation.pdf
http://www.himss.org/EconomicStimulus
http://www.mgma.com/solutions/landing.aspx?cid=25160&id1=25148&id3=25162&id4l=25146&id4r=25150&id5l=25158&id5r=25142&id6=25140
http://www.chcf.org/topics/view.cfm?itemID=106553
http://www.chcf.org/topics/view.cfm?itemID=106553
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/ERxIncentive
http://www.cchit.org/
http://www.azdoqit.com/resources/EHR_Systems_Selection_Resources.pdf
http://www.ehealthinitiative.org/
http://www.ehrcollaborative.org/
http://www.memri.us/
http://www.hhs.gov/healthit


Internet EMR/EHR Resources

There is abundant information available on the Internet, including how-to articles, buyers' guides, best practices, worksheets,
and other tools. AHIMA has compiled some of the most reputable sources for you and encourage you to use these as a
starting point as you assist physician practices. In many of these sites you'll find additional links to other sites with valuable
information. As with any Internet search, review information objectively and always consider the source. For example, look for
advertisement labels and conflict-of-interest disclosures on all Web sites and articles.

AHIMA articles and best practices available free to the public:

"Purchasing Strategies for EHR Systems"
"Small Practice, Big Decision: Selecting an EHR System for Small Physician Practices"
"State of the EHR: The Vendor Perspective"

AHIMA e-HIM resources

"Physician Practices and Information Management"

American Academy of Family Practitioners' Center for Health IT articles and resources

American Medical Association's "HIT Donations: A Guide for Physicians"

California HealthCare Foundation's "Electronic Medical Records: Lessons from Small Physician Practices"

EHR Central @ the Providers Edge-offers an array of articles and resources related to electronic health records and
implementation as well as frequently asked questions books and case studies

EMR Consultant-free service to physicians and other healthcare providers educating healthcare professionals and
organizations about the vast array of EHR products on the market

"Known Pitfalls and Proven Methods in EHR Implementation"

Healthcare Information and Management Systems Society EHR resources

Medical Group Management Association resources:

EHR resources
"Electronic Medical Record (EMR) Checklist"

Physicians Practice "EMR Shopping? Finding Your Way in a Crowded Marketplace"

Reed Gelzer's "The EAR Party's End"

Vendor Resources and Resources to Identify and Evaluate Vendors

Many vendors have excellent materials; after all, it is to their advantage to help you recommend the EHR that will be the best
fit for a physician practice. It is recommended that you visit various vendor Web sites to research and review their resources.
You'll find many as you begin to investigate specific software products. AHIMA encourages you to use vendors' materials, but
don't let vendors, particularly any one vendor, be your sole source of information. Seek confirmatory information and other
more objective sources as well.

Certification Commission for Healthcare Information Technology

KLAS:

"KLAS EMR Toolkit" helps providers make informed choices regarding stimulus-related technology decisions (free to
providers only; fee for all others)
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https://bokold.ahima.org/doc?oid=64034
https://bokold.ahima.org/doc?oid=64036
https://bokold.ahima.org/doc?oid=23240
https://bokold.ahima.org/doc?oid=82949
http://www.centerforhit.org/online/chit/home.html
http://www.ama-assn.org/ama1/pub/upload/mm/472/hitdonate_physicians.pdf
http://www.chcf.org/documents/ihealth/EMRLessonsSmallPhyscianPractices.pdf
http://www.providersedge.com/ehr_articles_implementation.htm
http://www.emrconsultant.com/
http://www.emrconsultant.com/emr_pitfalls.php
http://www.himss.org/ASP/topics_ehr.asp
http://www.mgma.com/solutions/landing.aspx?cid=16706&id1=16690&id2=17076&id3=16998&id4l=17002&id4r=17006&id5l=17010&id5r=16996&id6=17008
http://www.mgma.com/practice-resources/tools/electronic-medical-record-checklist
http://www.physicianspractice.com/index/fuseaction/articles.details/articleID/341.htm
http://www.hcplive.com/mdnglive/articles/PC_EAR_Partys_End
http://www.cchit.org/
http://www.klasresearch.com/Klas/Site/landingpages/emrtoolkit.aspx


Specialty reports-in-depth vendor performance reviews covering specific areas of interest to health-care providers

PhysiciansEHR.com vendor directory

Other Resources and Use Cases

Lastly, seek out those who have paved the way and learn from their experiences. Take advantage of listservs to network with
others working with physician practices and take the time to read case studies.

Adler, Kenneth G. "Why It's Time to Purchase an Electronic Health Record System." Family Practice Management,
November/December 2004.

DesRoches, Campbell, et al. "Electronic Health Records in Ambulatory Care-A National Survey of Physicians." New England
Journal of Medicine 359, no. 1, (June 18, 2008): 50-60.

Melczer, Andrew H., et al. "Background on Electronic Health Records for Small Practices." White paper. Indiana State
Medical Society. 2005.

Miller, Robert H., et al. "The Value of Electronic Health Records in Solo or Small Group Practices." Health Affairs 24, no. 5
(2005): 1127-37.

Searching for an EHR can be very time-consuming. An individual physician practice may need to spend many weeks, even
months, becoming familiar with the systems that are available and analyzing the group practice's needs and goals. HIM
professionals are well suited to assist physician practices in this process.
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http://www.healthcomputing.com/site/v2/aboutklas/whoweare.asp
http://www.physiciansehr.com/
http://www.aafp.org/fpm/20041100/43whyi.pdf
http://content.nejm.org/cgi/reprint/359/1/50.pdf
http://www.docstoc.com/docs/7492748/Background-on-Electronic-Health-Records-for-Small-Practices
http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/full/24/5/1127?ijkey=4c.JRRq4aAYOI&keytype=ref&siteid=healthaff

